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THE “CURSE OF DEATH.” 
UE is the love of God to His creatures, that even those things regarded 
by us ag curses are bleasings in disguise. “In the day that thou eatest. 
thereof thou shalt surely die,” was the word of Jehovah to our first parents 
while they dwelt in the garden that He had planted “eastward in Eden.” 
When these words were said unto them they were immortal, as are all the 
creations of God; they had been joined together as man and wife forever; 
the idea of separation could not have been possible to them in their eondi- 
tion; separation is one degree of death, and death had not yet entered into. 
the world. They were told by their divine Teacher that of all the trees in 
their vast domain they might freely partake, one alone excepted, and thas. 
was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And why not that? Because 
hidden in its fruit was a subtle poison, which, permeating: their glorious 
bodies, would bring corruption, disease and mortality; it would darken their 
eyes to the presence of God, and remove from their memories the recollection 
of their pre-existent home and heavenly parentage. Truly they would attain 
to the knowledge of good and evil, but at what a cost! Was it worth = 
sacrifice? .. 

In answering this question is involved the whole scheme of e re- 
demption. We assert that it was worth the sacrifice, because it was the only 
means by which they could attain to the perfeetion of their natures; that is, 
become like unto their Meat Holy Father. As we see that many insects, en 
this lower world, have to pass through three stages the larva, the chrysalis — 
be it butterfly, moth or what not, so man in his 
to eternal perfection passes through three distinct states of. exist- 
mortal, and the immortal: 

and eternal. The. present mortal stage of existence on this lower world may 
the life of the 
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the chrysalis, has the hard outer covering which confines him in this narrow, 
gloomy existence, and shuts out from him the glory of eternal things. It is 
only when the Gospel begins to break the shell that he commenees to live 
the new life that ends in complete, ever-enduring perfection. 

Death, then, was the penalty of disobedience to Gods command. Was 
that penalty an unqualified evil, an unmitigated misfortune? We answer, 
no. No more than is the shattering of the shell of the chryealis when the 
perfect insect is ready to come forth. Jesus atoned, by His bloody death, 
on Oalvary’s hill, for the act of disobediencé committed by Adam and Eve. 
Through Him, though they died, yet should they live again. Their sin was 
atoned for, their disobedience forgiven; and they could, by obedience to Him 
who had ransomed them, return again to the presence of God, knowing good 
and evil; not only innocent, but also wise. 

But supposing there had been no death, what then? How could they have 
returned to the presence of God, where no corruption dares intrude, or im- 
perfection dwell? What would they have done with these poor, frail, weak 
and suffering bodies? Could they have taken them into the presence of the 
Eternal Ones! No, they would have been as great an offence in heaven as a 
dead body is on earth. Some change must be effected; that which was 
received by the fall must be cast off; corruption must put on incorruption, 
and mortality must be changed to immortality. And this death does. When 
the seeds of death were sown in man’s nature, so also were those of an after 
immortality. Death is the door through which we pass from all the effects 
of our first parents’ fall to all the glories that that fall, through the redemp- 
tion, makes possible. If there had been no Adam there would have been 
no mortality; if there had been no Christ there would have been no resur- 
rection; if either of these had been lacking, the spirits born unto God in 
eternity, now the children of time, sense and mortality, ‘never could: anne 
attained to the perfection of eternal happiness. S- | 

Thus we see that though death was the penalty inflicted upon hinds 105 ä 
eorrupted their immortal bodies by partaking of forbidden fruit, yet in the 
providences of God that same death became the passage way to immortality; 
the means whereby the dross accumulated by touching earthly things could 
be removed, and the body be cleansed and purified from all corruption to 
dwell (when reunited with the spirit through the resurrection,) with me Gods 
‘throughout all eternity, . 

Then why should we fear death? It is but one necessary We on 
‘the road to exaltation; a spot where, in the existence of the Saint, we bid 

adieu to the cares, the toils, the sufferings entailed upon us by the act of our 
first progenitors, to enter into the joys, the glories, the exaltations that come 
‘to us by reason of the atonement of our holy Redeemer. 8. R 
He gan we expect a harvest of thought who have not had a seed time of character. 

- Virtue, in itself so beautiful, appears to usin her own colors so long as we have no 
ent to tarniah her image. Man, indeed; does not hate it for iteclf, but for the check 
‘it puts upon his desires, If its presemes brought no constraint and its aspect no humilia- 
tog; he wand never cease to rely upon it, and to find it beautiful und atéractive. 


‘ 
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN A CHURCH. OF ENGLAND 
PREACHER AND A YOUNG LATTER-DAY SAINT. 

Cuurce or Preacner (On meeting the other as he is passing through a 
railway station, and handing him a tract)—My dear friend, is your soul saved? The Lord 
Jesus Christ is calling all sinners to repentance, and if you die unconverted, your soul 
will be damned in hell forever. Oh, ee 

God, for He is now pleading with you! 

LATTER-DaY Sarnt.—No, sir; my soul is not saved. What do you think I should 
do to save it? Because I should not like to be placed in such nen 
just described. 

C. E. P. I am glad you don’t wish to lose your immortal soul; and if you will give 
vour heart to God, by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, you shall be saved, for He 
came into the world to save sinners. 

L. D. S.—And suppose I do believe on Him, what then is the next thing that I must 
do in order to obtain salvation in the kingdom of God? 

C. E. P.—If you believe that He has power to save your soul, and you determine to 
serve Him with all your heart, then you shall be saved; for He hath said that Who- 
Sever believeth on me shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

L. D. 8.—I am also told in the New Testament, He that saith, I know him, and 
ikeepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John ii, 4). — 

C. K. P.— Well, then, if you believe on Him, you are keeping His commatdments. 

L. D. 8.— My friend, that is only one of His commandments. He says: He that 
‘believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark xvi, 16). 

C. E. P.—If you wish to be baptized it is all the better, but it is not essential to sal- 
vation. Certainly He has commanded us to be baptized, but you can be saved with- 
out it. 

L. D. 8.—What, then, was the necessity of Him giving us à commandment, if we 
could be saved without it? It is ridiculous to think of such a thing, for we must remem- 
ber that the Savior said, Not all that saith Lord, Lord, rhall enter into my kingdom, 
but they that do the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Then let us see what He 
said to Nicodemus: “ Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man be born of water 
and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” And if that was so then, 
why should it not be now? 

C. E. P.—Oh! bat what wos ie water He spoke off It was the water of the word, or 
‘the word of God as it is written in the Bible; it was not literally water, as we under- 
stand the term. 

L. D. S. — Let us see what kind of water the Savior was baptized in, and then we may 
be better able to judge what water He spoke of to Nicodemus. And Jesus came unto 
John at the river Jordan, and when He was baptized they came up straightway out of e 
the water (Matt. iii, 16). And again we find that after Philip had preached Jesus to 
the eunuch, “‘as they went on their way they came to a certain water, and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized? And he commanded the 
chariot to stand still, and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch; and he baptized him, and when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more, and he went on his 
way rejoicing” (Acts viii, 35, 36, 38, 39). And John also was baptizing in Anon near 
to Salim, because there was much water there” (John iii, 23). 

O. E. P.—My friend, you need not put such great stress on baptism, because you can 
be saved without it, for I have been a good Christian nine years, and I have not been 
‘baptized yet; and another thing, if you preach that kind of doctrine you will never be 
able to convert one soul. If I were to preach such doctrines my congregation would put 
ime out of the church. 

L. D. 8.—Why would they put you eut of the church for teaching the principles o 
the Gospel of Garist? 
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C. E. P.—Simply because they are not popular, and not being essential to salvation, 
it is not necessary to teach them now; they were only instituted. to get the people 
thoroughly grounded in the faith. 

L. D. 8.— Then, Fine the church for preaching 
those principles which were taught by the Savior, I can only place them in the category 
with those the Apostle said should “‘ not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. iv, 3, 4). 

O. E. P.—Upon what, then, do you think salvation in the kingdom of God depends, if 
belief alone will not save a person? 

L. D. 8.—1 simply wish to prove that all true believers will show their faith by their 
works, The Apostle James says: ‘‘ Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? (James ii, 19, 20.) Hence, if you are a true believer, you will do 
the works necessary to prove that faith. And as you have asked me, I shall be pleased 
to tell you the way which I believe leads to eternal life. First, I believe it is necessary 
to have faith in God the Eternal Father, and in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy 
Ghost. Second, I believe that through the atonement of Christ all mankind may be 
saved by obedience to the laws and ordinanves of the Gospel. Third, I believe that 
these ordinances are—first, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, repentance; third, 
baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, the laying on of hands for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. Fourth, I believe that a man must be called of God, by proph- 
ecy and by the laying on of hands by those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel 
and administer in the ordinances thereof. Fifth, I believe in the same organization that. 
existed in the primitive Church. viz., Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teach- 
erg, etc, Sixth, I believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelations, visions, healing, 
interpretation of tongues, etc. 

C. E. P. (rather excited).—What is all this authority you have been speaking about, 
and the gift of prophecy and all the rest? Why, sir, all those things are fone. n 
they are no longer needed. 

L. D. 8.- The authority to act in the name of the Lord bo man has u right to take: 
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron, and I suppose you know how 
he was called—it was by direct revelation from God tw the Prophet Moses, agreeably 
with the words of Amos, the Prophet: ‘‘ Surely the Lord God will do nothing but He 
revealeth His secret to His servants the Prophets.” New, as you do not believe in 
revelation, it is plain to me that you have no authority; consequently, I must place you 
among the false teachers which the Apostle said should arise (2 Peter, ii, 1). So far as 
the signs are concerned, if they are done away, I should like to know who did away 
with them. Certainly if any of the different sects possessed the gifts of the Gospel, they 
would not say they were done away. When you assert that, it brings to my mind the 
fable of the fox, who, having lost his own tail, tried to persuade others that they too · 
would be better without theirs. 

5 E. P.—I should like to know who has all this authority- the signs, revelations, and. 
20.00, that vou Dave apeskinn: of 

L. D. 8.— Well, by a little further investigation into the Gospel and the predictions 
concerning it, we may have our minds prepared to receive the gifts and blessings whem. 
they are presented to our view, for I hold that all true believers should have the signs 
following. The Savior has said: And these signs shall follow them that believe; in- 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues, etc,” So with 
these and the organization before spoken of, with all the various officers to officiate in 
the ordinances of the Gospel in our minds, we will commence our search, and try to find. 
out whether the Gospel has always existed om the earth, or whether it haa been takem 
from the earth and restored in the last days, in fulfillment of prophec y. 

C. E. P.—I had no idea when I commenced speaking to you that you were a Christian, 
or all this talking might have been saved; but since we have gone 80 far, I will hear 
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hat yon have to say. But there is one thing I would like to know, aud that is what 
sect you belong to, for in all my experience I don’t think I ever met one who entertained 
the same ideas you have expressed to me this evening. 

L. D. 8.— Well, sir, I intend to inform you upon that point, but please to excuse me 
From doing #0 now, aa it would be likely to change the conversation, and I shall at once 
tproceed to search the Scriptures to substantiate the position I have taken. As we have 
already reviewed n good many of the primary principles of the Gospel, it will hardly be 
necessary to dwell at great length upon them now, but we will commence with the officess 
which were placed in the Church of Christ by Himself. We read in St. Luke's writings 
(vi, 13), And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose 
‘twelve, whom also he named Apostles.” Now these Apostles did not go forth and preach 
imply because they felt like doing so, for the Savior told them, Ye have not chosen 
moe, but I have chosen you and ordained you” (John xy, 16). ‘* After these things the 
Lord appointed other seventy also” (Luke x, 1). The preachers in these days are not 
ordained as the Apostles were whom the Savier appointed; but let us go further, and see 
what the Apostle Paul says about the officers of the Church. And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers’. 
(Eph, iv, II). The whole of this chapter, and a good portion of the second chapter of 
the same epistle, show very plainly the beautiful organization which was established by 
Christ. Now I think one more reference to Paul's writings will be sufficient on this 
point. He says, when reasoning upon the necessity of the officers and members of the 
Church: But now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot 
gay to the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need 
of you. Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are 
necessary. And God hath set some in the church, first, apostles; secondarily, 
’ prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, govern- 
ments, diversities of tongues.” Now these quotations clearly prove the way in which 
the Savior established His Gospel and Church upon the earth, and the signs which 
followed those who believed and obeyed His commandments, But there were then, as 
now, people for whom the truth was too strong. Many of them were learned men, and 
Some priests, who were afraid when they saw the ,Savior raise Lazarus from the dead, 
and said, If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans will 
-come and take away both our place and nation.” That was the objection they had to 
the Savior in those days, and the same spirit exists in the hirelings of these days; con- 
sequently, they object to any one who would dare to say that the gifts of the Gospel 
should be enjoyed to-day as in the early ages. I shall next proceed to show, from the 
Scriptures, that the Gospel was taken from the}earth. The Apostle Paul says: Let 
no one deceive you by any means: for that day|(the second coming of Christ) shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition” (2 Thess. ii, 3). He also says: Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. iv, 1.) History furnishes us abundant proofs of the fulfill - 
ment of the foregoing predictions. The Apostles were driven and persecuted and 
murdered, until but John alone was left alive, and he was banished to the isle called 
Patmos. While there a vision was shown to him of what should take place in the future. 
He gays: And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns. And it was given unto him power to make war with 
‘the Saints, and to overcome them.” That beast was the apostasy which was then stalk- 
ing abroad, and which was to bear rule over all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, 
until a set time. Daniel, in his seventh chapter, tells. of having a similar vision, He 
Also predicts the restoration of the Gospel in the last days. But there is a God in 
heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
_ Shall be in the latter days.“ It is not necessary to go through all the dream and the 
interpretation, as it can be found in the second chapter of Daniel. But he says, “ In the 
Gage of Hose Kings (whieh had Got. of 
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up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed nor left to another people, but it shall. 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms and stand forever.” Again he speaks of. 
it becoming a great mountain and filling the whole earth. John also says: “ And I saw: 
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to him, 
for the hour of his judgment is come.” Now the Scriptures tell as that God’s judgments 
will be poured out just previous to the second coming of the Savior, and that the Gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness, and then shall the end. 
come” (Matt. xvi). Now, my friend, I desire to testify that God has restored the Gospel 
by sending the angel which John the Revelator foresaw should fly in the midst of heaven 
with the everlasting Gospel. That angel came to the Prophet which the Lord raised up 
im the last days for the ushering in of the dispensation of the fullness of times. And 
Joseph Smith was the honored instrument in the hands of God of receiving that message 
from the angel, and of establishing the Church and kingdom of God upon the earth. 

C. E. P. (Vit à look of great excitemeut;.—What! a Mormon! Dear me; is it possible 
that you are connected with those wicked, adulterous, abominable people? It's a delu-- 
sion. 
L. D. 8.—Well, sir, whatever you may think of the Gospel, I am happy that I am oon · 
nected with it, for it is the power of God unto salvation to all those who obey its require-- 
ments. It does not surprise me, either, thas you tidioals those'pecple, for it is just the: 
spirit of antichrist. 

O. E. P.—Do you mean to say that God ever condescended to epeak to Joneph Smith, 
or to Brigham Young either? 

L. D. 8.—I know that God revealed His mind and will to Joseph Smith, nd tite 
- Brigham Young, for they were both Prophets of the Lord. 

C. E. P.—It is blasphemy to utter such words; there has been no revelation. I tell 
you Smith was an impostor. 

L. D. 8.—My friend, please do not get excited, for that will never prove one word 
that you have said, nor disprove one sentence which I have uttered. But when you 
make such bold assertions, I would ask you to establish them with authentic proof, 

C. E. P.—I want uo more to say to you, but I am sorry to see a young man like you. 
deluded with such corrupt doctrines. How long have you been a Mormon? 

L. D. 8.—I am pleased to say that my father and mother before I was born were 

Latter-day Saints, if you please, ‘‘ Mormons” only being a nickname by which they are. 
known in the world, because of = book which the Prophet Joseph Smith translated, . 
called the Book of Mormon. 
C. E. P. (Calmad down a little).—Now supposing we admit for a moment that Smith 
was a Prophet of God, and that the Gospel had not existed from the time you say it was. 
taken from the earth up to the present century, when you say it was restored to Joseph 
Smith, what has become of the millions of people who have died during that time? 

L. D. 8.—For an answer I refer you to the sayings of the Apostle Paul. And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to re- 
pent” (Acts xvii, 30). But if you understood the Scriptures you would not ask that 
question, for Paul says: Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead rise not at all; why are they then baptized for the dead” The Apostle Peter 
also says: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just fer the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by ‘the spirit: by 
which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which were disobedient, 
when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah” (1 Peter iii, 18-20). 
Again, For for this cause was the Gospel preached also to them that are dead, that 
they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live sceording to God in the 
spirit” (1 Peter iv, 6). 

0. E. P.—I see it is no good talking to you, for you have all those passages of Scrip-- 
nd oft by heart; but really they do not apply to the meanings to which you put them: 
I must just leave you in the hands of God, and pray for you. 
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L. D. S8.—I hope the Lord will answer yeur prayer by ag your own under- 


standing upon the principles of the true and everlasting Gospel, which has been restored 
in its fullness in these last days, to which I testify in the name of Jesus Christ. I wish 
you well, sir, and would gladly be your brother in the Gospel of Christ. 

Perze ETLLIor. 


— — — — 


CONFERENCE IN WALES. 
Wr have received from Elder J. G. Goold the minutes of meetings of the 
Welsh Conference, held in the Railway Assembly Room, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Sept. 2, 1883, but for. went of space to publish them entire we are obliged to 
summarize them. 

At the morning meeting the Presidents of Branches gave verbal reporta, 
which showed that the Saints generally throughout the Conference were 
striving to live their religion, and though very much scattered, the open-air 
meetings to preach the Gospel, and warn the people were well attended. 
Traveling Elders L. J. Mantle and John F. Ellis then reported their labors, 
testified of the faithfulness of many of the Saints, and spoke upon the 
necessity of prayer, etc. During the afternoon the sacrament was admin- 
istered, a child blessed, the financial report read and accepted, and the 
general and local authorities of the Church sustained by unanimous vote. 
Elder Joseph H. Evans testified to Joseph Smith having been a Prophet of 
God, to the Gospel having been restored and the Church of Christ estab- 
lished, and reasoned to prove that obedience to the principles of the Gospel 
was essential to salvation. The remainder of the time was occupied by 
President John Henry Smith, in speaking upon tlie principles of the Gospel, 
the object of our existence upon this earth, the accountability of every 
person to God, ete., concluding by testifying of the truth of the work in 
which we are engaged. At the evening meeting President Smith aguin spoke, 
dwelling upon the evidences of a Supreme Being, and the nature of the laws 
which He has established for the government of His creatures; the absurdities 
of modern “ Christianity” and the divine mission of Joseph Smith. Elder 
W. G. Reese discoursed upon the principles of the Gospel and the necessity 
of obedience to them, the inclination to revere dead Prophets and reject 
living ones, the evils of intemperance, etc., and testilied to the divinity of the 
work which the Saints are engaged in. President David Lewis concluded 
by drawing a comparison between the persecution endured by Saints in 
ancient and modern times, the calling of former and latter-day prophets, etc. 

Notwithstanding the weather was extremely bad, the attendance at the 
meetings was very good, many of the Saints coming from a distance of 
fourteen miles. An excellent spirit prevailed, and all felt blest and strength. 
- ened by coming together. 


Lund add Gene in Liver. | 
pool on the 20th, per S. S. Arizona, having left Salt Lake City on the 4th 
inst. The former goes to Scandinavia as a missionary, and will probably 
labor chiefly in the Church publishing office in Copenhagen. — Basher 
has come on a visit to friends in England and for business purposes. 
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LYNCH LAW IN UTAH, AND ITS CAUSE. 
I mentioning in the last issue of the Star the murder of Marshal Burt in 
Salt Lake City, there was one item which we did not touch upon, as we had 
not space to give any explanations, and we preferred to leave it until we could 
do so. As might naturally be expected, the unprovoked, cold-blooded murder 
of a public officer, who was held in the highest esteem by all who knew him, 
sent a thrill of horror throughout the community, and aroused in the hearts 
of hundreds aa involuntary desire for vengeance on the black demon who had 
committed the crime. An incensed crowd followed the officers who had the 
_ murderer in charge from the scene of the tragedy to the doors of tae jail, in 
the rear of the City Hall, and as the news spread others followed them. 
While two of the policemen searched the prisoner in the cell, another of them 
stepped outside the hall door of the jail to endeavor to disperse the crowd. 
At thet moment the word had reached the assembled men that Marshal Burt 
wos deed, and, fired with frenzy, the cry went up from them: “Lynch the 
murderer!“ The policeman had no time to close the door after emerging 
before it was seized by others and forcibly swung open. A rush was immedi- 
_ ately made for the cell where the prisoner was, and, in spite of the efforts of 
the two policemen within to prevent it, he was dragged out by the infuriated 
men and soon hung by the neck beneath a shed in the prison yard until he 
was dead. Never was such a scene of excitement. witnessed in Salt Lake 
City before. A ferocious feeling seemed to.have taken possession of the crowd, 
and all disposition to reason or deliberate to have vanished. Not satisfied 
with hanging the murderer by the neck, some of them cut the rope, letting 
the body fall to the ground, and made a frantic effort to drag it out of the yard 
and down the street. Mayor Jennings had reached the scene, however, by that 
time, and he ordered that the body be immediately returned to the prison 
and he was obeyed, 
There would be nothing comeshable about such a cane of lyucbing had: it 
occurred in any other part of the West, or indeed in many other parts of the 
Union, for an attempt at lynching is almest sure to follow such an aggravated . 
case of murder. But wherever Latter-day Saints live and bear sway, lawless- 
ness has been frowned down, and this is the first case of lynching that ever 
has occurred in Salt Lake City. Indeed, there has never been but one 
previous case in the Latter-day Saint commmnnity in the Territory, and that 
was in tho case of a cold-blooded murder that occurred in one of the country 
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settlements some years ago. The people have been restrained from retaliating 
when they have suffered violence, by the counsels of their leaders, by the 
revelations of the Almighty which enjoin submission to the law and by the 
conviction that God would avenge their wrongs, even as He has said; 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” They have during their past history 
had their leading men, whom they loved far more than their own lives, and 
who were innocent of any crime, martyred by fiendish assassins, without 
wreaking vengeance on them, though they had it in their power to do so. 
And though fully assured from past experience that their murderers would 
never be brought to justice by those who administered the Jaws of the land, 
they restrained themselves from taking the law into their own hands. They 
have been driven from their homes by ruthless mobs, and had their houses 
pillaged and burned while they were fleeing to save their lives; and seen the 
aged and sick, and tender young among them die from exposure and priva- 
tion; but in the midst of it all they have curbed their resentment and mani- 
fested a spirit of long-suffering that only comes from a conscientious devotion 
to religion, a scrupulous regard for its restraints and an abiding faith in the 
eternal justice of the God they serve. As before intimated, the Lord has 
enjoined upon them the necessity of submitting to law. He did this as early 
a8 1831, in a revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith Again i in the year 1833 
He repeated this injunction, in a revelation, saying: 

** And now, verily I say unto you concerning the laws of the land, it is my will that my 
People should observe to do all things whatsoever I command, them ; and that law of the 
land which is ponstitutional, supporting the principle of freedom in maintaining rights 
and privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is justifiable before me; therefore, I, the 
Lord, justify you, and your brethren of my church, in befriending that law which is the 
constitutional law of the land. 

The law of the land, among other things, provides for the trial, conviction 
and execution of murderers, and so they have felt bound by these revelations 
of the Almighty to allow the law to take its course in cases of murder, when 
their natural feelings would have prompted them to take summary vengeance 
on the guilty parties. The admonitions of their leading men have tended in a 
great measure algo to restrain the Saints from following the example of their 
_ neighbors in surrounding States and Territories in lynching men guilty of 
high crimes. The following quotation from a public discourse delivered by 
President Geo. Q. Cannon last June, in Beaver, is a sample of the ne of 
the servants of God in this respect: 


“ Mobocracy, from the bottom of our hearts, we hate every form of it, and every form 
of violence. Where men take the law in their own hands and seek to redress their own 
wrongs, it is abuminable, and should be frowned upon everywhere. Better for us to suffer 
any number of wrongs, than that we should resort to violence. It would not be right for 
us to do sq, however just our cause may be. We must maintain law and good order, and 
we must frown down and put down every form of mobocracy and lynch law, and this 
disposition to execute vengeance outside the pale of the law. It is just as wrong for us 
to indulge in that spirit as it was for the mobbers of Missouri when they drove us from 
ur homes there, or those in Illinois when they drove us from there. We should learn a 
lesson from these things; we should profit by this experience and stand up steadily and 
maintain constantly the rights of man, no matter who the man might be. He may be 
our enemy; he may be opposed to our principles; but that should make no difference in 
our determination to execute justibe and right.” 


* 
j 
* 
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In consideration of the forbearance. which has characterized the Saints in 
the past, it may be a matter of surprise that this recent case of lynching has 
occurred in Salt Lake City, though the residents of that city are not all Lat- 
ter-day Saints by any means, and perhaps but few of those who actually 

engaged in the lynching were Church members, But there are extenuating 
circumstances connected with it which we wish to allude to, not that we desire 
to justify lynch law, however. We deplore as much as any one the occurrence, 
not because the murderer was undeserving of his fate, but because that is 
not a safe or proper way of administering justice; because it establishes a 
dangerous precedent, because it casts a blemish upon the law-abiding . 
acter and fair fame of the city and people we love so well. : 


But who is responsible for this lawlessness? Principally the men who bade 
been sent to Utah to administer the law. The Judges and Prosecuting 
Attorneys who have been appointed by the President of the United 
States for Utah, and in whose selection the people have no voice, 
have as a rule been zealous for one thing mainly—opposing the 
“Mormons.” Instead of administering the law fairly and with « view to 
the good of the community and country, they have blucked the wheels of 
justice, they have made jurisprudence à farce, they have turned crimimals loose 
on the merest techn@§ulities of law, and encouraged lawlessness. The facts 
are truthfully expressed in the following oxtruct from the Zvanstun Chieftain, 
a non-“ Mormon” paper published in Wyoming: 4 

The recent mob violence in Utah is chargeable to lax and dilatory action of the 
courts in dealing with criminals. Had the courts done their duty as they ought, in 
cases of well-proved high crimes, no such anarchy and revolting scenes would have 
occurred. Many bad eriminals in that Territory have gone unwhipped of justice for 
years, while the courts have been running their seemingly endless string of red tape- 
Many murders have been committed at Park City during the past few years, and in 
nearly every instance the perpetrators,in the hands of the courts, with unquestioned 
evidence of their guilt, still enjoy immunity from the penalty of their crimes. ‘This lax 
dealing with red-handed assassins, on trifling legal technicalities, has gone to such an 
extent, that with the peeple patience has ceased to be a virtue; and the conclusion is 
rationally reached, that if they would be protected from outlaws, they must protect 
themselves. Hence mob-law and anarchy has taken the place of that peace and order 
which the law of the land is supposed to guarantee. The case of Fred Hopt, alias 
Welcome, is one of the cases which has been hanging fire through trifling technicalities 
for more than two years, and the brutal murderer still lives. In July, 1881, this giant 
: brute murdered young John Turner, near. Park City, while enjoying the hospitality of 
the boys’ camp fire, provisions and blankets. Slipped up on the young man as he was 
retiring for the night, and split his head open with an ax, and then stole his two teams 
and wagons. The evidence in this case is positive and overwhelming; yet the awful 
villain still lives. We do not wish to be understood as favoring mob-law. It is to be 
deplored, and should not be allowed in a civilized community, if any other remedy will 
meet the case. Yet, in this case, the courts are more to blame for this state of affairs 
than are the people.” 


The fact that the excited rabble who lyuched the negro were ae in 
what they did by the tardiness of justice in. the past, was evinced by the cry 
that went up almost as soon as he was hung: Now for Welcome!“ There 
is little doubt but they would have administered to that guilty wretch also 
the penalty which he has so lorg deserved if they wae have got at him. 
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Sheriff John W. Turner, the father of the young man whom, Welcome killed, 

who is a worthy Latter-day Saint, and one of the best officers in the Western 
country, captured the murderer of his boy and took him several hundred 
miles to be tried for his crime. He has been rewarded. for the forbearance 
he manifested in not killing the scoundrel on sight, by seeing the caso dally 
month after month while he has been put to hundreds, perhaps thousands 
of dollars of expense in traveling and procuring witnesses in the cate and 
seeking to have the law take its course. Park City is a non-“ Mormon” town 

in a mining region, about thirty-five miles from Salt Lake City, and it 
is said that twenty murders have been committed there since it was estab- 

lished, not many years since, without one of the murderers ever having 
been convicted according to law and executed for his crime. As a result of 

this laxity, on the night of the 25th ult. a man by the name of Murphy, who 

was lodged in the County jail on a charge of having deliberately shot another 
a day or two previously at Park City was forcibly taken out by an armed and 
disguised mob from that place and hung. However, that being in a mining 
camp, it is not a matter of much surprise, for executions by vigilance 
committees are by no means uncommon in mining regions ; but in this case 
it was doubtless more from a fear of the criminal escaping his just deserts 
than a personal desire for revenge or a reckless disrdfard for human life that 
his executioners took the law into their own hands. 

Utah has been cursed with a class of officers sent to preside there who 
have no interests in common with the bulk of the people, and as a rule they 
have arrayed themselves in opposition to law and good order, and done their 
utmost to introduce into Utah society all the corrupting vices that prevail 
elsewhere. They have fostered and encouraged a venal anti-“ Mormon” press 
in Salt Lake City, which, for venomous, vindictive opposition to a creed.; for 
rabid, incendiary utterances and diabolical suggestions ; for wholesale and 
unscrupulous libel of a community; for low, blackguard tone and immoral- 
ity of sentiment, surpasses any newspaper that we know of published 
elsewhere. The fact of such a paper being allowed to exist, without 
the Latter-day Saints resorting to measures, violent or otherwise, to suppress. 

it, is one of the strongest evidences of their forbearance and law-abiding 

character. These officers, too, have persistently misrepresented the Saints. 
abroad, and plotted to deprive them of all the rights and liberties, civil, 
political and religious, enjoyed by others. They are ready to trample upon 
the Constitution of the country, and violate its most sacred provisions to 
carry their schemes against the “ Mormons,” but we trust the Saints will 
restrain themselves from resenting the wrongs heaped upon them, and uphold 
the Constitution of the land, which the Lord tells us He raised up wise men to 
establish. He has promised to redress the wrongs of His people, and we can 
afford to wait patiently for Him to do so, knowing that in the end our cause 
is sure to triumph and that we will be rewarded for all we have to endure here 
for the truth’s sake. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. —President Joseph W. MeMurrin, 
of the Glasgow Conference ; Elder William Willie, of the Birmingham Cun- 
ference; Elder John Pickett, of the London Conference ; Elder Samuel 


* 
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Western, of the Birmingham Conference; Elder George Perry of the Bristol 
‘Conference ; President James D. Hirst, of the Nottingham Conference, and 
Elder James Wrathall, of the Leeds Conference (the last-named three on 
account of failing health), are released from their labors in this land to return 
home with the company sailing Oct. 27th, 

Elder Wm. 8. Geddes; is appointed to preside over the Glasgow Confer- 
ence. 

Elder Ephraim H. Williams is üppobnbus to succeed Elder Hirst in the 
presidency of the Nottingham Conference. 

Eider John Reeve is released from the Norwich Conference and appointed 
to labor in the London Conference. 


— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
EFFORTS TO SECURE AXTI-“ MORMON” LEGISLATION. 
From a private letter written by Elder Geo. Reynolds, Salt Lake City, 
Aug. 31st, we extract the following: 


The excitement is cooling down; the ring are working to get Congress to pass two 
laws next session—one to te the property of all polygamists, the other to have 
all polygamists, on conviction, transported to some petial station situated in an island in 
the Pacific Ocean. e 


IMPROVED HEALTH. 
President E. H. Nye, writing from London on the 12th inst., says: 


„I am pleased to be able to state that Elder Willoughby has so far recovered as to be 
able to stir around the District a little. Elder Gibbons. is also. m in health, and 
~writes that he feels much better.” | 


NEWS FROM THE EMIGRATING SAINTS—A ROUGH VOYAGE. 
Elders P. F. Goss and H. H. Evane writing from on board the S. S. Nevada, 
‘Sept. 9, 1883, say: 
‘ After leaving Queenstown at 2 p.m. Aug. 30th, we encountered head winds, which 


increased to a heavy gale, causing a great deal of sickness. Friday night, Aug. 3lst, 
was a night long to be remembered by those on board. At 4 a.m. Sept. lst, we were in 


sf critical condition, as some of the steering gear broke, causing us to lay in the trough of 


the sea at the mercy of the waves, which washed over us in immense quantities. During 


control (being uncontrollable for four hours), the captain changed our course, going forty 
miles to the north to ease the ship and avoid a portion of the storm. The storm oon - 
tinued all day, the sea running very high, toasing us about on all sides, and 22 
almost everyone to lie in bed. Strong head winds continued till Sept. 5th 2 but they 
have not been so strong since, although we have had no sails up. On the 3rd of Sep- 
tember one of the Swedish sisters gave birth to fine boy; mother and son doing well. 
On Sundays and other evenings we have held meetings, also held two. concerts, consist- 
Ing of songs, recitations, etc., the Saints enjoying themselves very much. On the 7th it 
was warm and pleasant, but all the rest’ of the time very cold. At 9-30 September 8th, 


this time Sister Ross attempted to get up, and in doing so was thrown across the ship, 
cutting a gash about four inches long on the side of her head, and otherwise bruising 
e herself severely; in fact, it is a wonder to all she was not killed. The doctor says she 
) will have to stay in New York. As soon as the repairs were made and the ship under 
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we took on board the pilot, a very welcome person to all the passengers. All seem to- 
be very well satisfied, the ship’s company being as kind as we could expect. At 8 am. 
September geh, we saw the first land, crossed Sandy Hook at 2-30, and were met by 
Brother Hart. Will leave Castle Gardens to-morrow afternoon.” 


BAPTISMS AND A CASE OF HEALING IN THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Elder Thomas Waddoups, of the Birmingham Conference, sends us a 
sketch of his labors since his arrival in England in April last, from which we 
learn that after visiting a short time with his relatives, he was appointed by 
President Meikle to labor alone in the Northampton District. This was a 


surprise to him, as he had previously been led to suppose that he was going 


to labor in company with another Elder. He adds: 


I must confess that I felt very weak, and as though I was not competent for the 
task, as I had not been accustomed to public speaking, but I still had faith in the 
promises of the Lord, and a determination to do that which was required of me. Accord- 
ingly I started out in my District, bearing my testimony wherever an opportunity was 
afforded me. I have held quite a number of open-air meetings through the summer, and 
have been blessed in so doing, for when I have felt as though I had nothing to say, I 
have been filled with the Spirit of the Lord, and have surprised myself many times. I 
have met with some opposition from Christian ministers and ghose that ars opposed to 
the truth, but that helps me and makes my testimony stronger every time. I have 
baptized and confirmed twelve new members to the Church, one of them was a man by 
the name of Wm. Garrett, who had been prostrated for nearly four months with 
rheumatic fover. I was asked by his friends to go and pay him a visit, which I did, and 


found him laboring under the impression that he would never get any better. I intro- 


duced the Gospel to him, and told him the benefits to be derived by rendering obedience 
to its laws and ordinances, and after talking with him on several occasions, he said he 
believed what I had told him to be true, and as soon as he got well enough he would be 
baptized. I told him, however, not to wait to get well, but go down into the water, 
and premised him that he should be blessed by so doing, and he said he would. 80 1 
took him down to the water and baptized him, and as soon as he came out on tothe 
bank he threw up his arms and exclaimed, ‘‘ Thank God, my rheumatics are gone!” 
Before this he could scarcely raise his hand to his mouth, but now he could throw them 
right up. All the Saints present felt to thank God in his behalf. I saw him three 


weeks later, and he told me that he had not felt a bit of pain since he came out of the 


water. I could mention several cases of healing that have occurred in my District, but 
do not want to take up too much space. 

The few Saints that are in this District are a good, warm-hearted people, and are 
using their efforts to assist in the spreading of truth, and although we meet in private 
houses, we have many good, enjoyable times together. The prospects for a few 


more 
baptisms are good. I find President Meikle well in health and spirits, and filled with 


encouraging counsels for the Elders.” 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers, ) 
Telephone wires will soon connect Ogden and Logan. 


Geo. Murray, of Provo Valley, employed at the Temple Quarry, Little 
Cottonwood, has had his leg accidental!y broken by a rock striking it. 


* 


— 
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Mrs. Jane C. Young, wife of Apostle B. Young, was lately relieved of an 
animal of the lizard species, which had lived in her stomach for fifteen years. 


A man named J. Prethor, a former resident of Provo, has been killed by 
accidentally falling 180 feet down the shaft of the Emma mine, Little Cotton- 
wood, 

A two-year-old girl of Alma and Louisa Hayes, of Georgetown, Bear Lake 
Valley, was accidentally drowned on the 12th ult., by falling into a stream 
running near the residence. 

The Manti Temple will be roofed in this fall. There are about 60 men 
employed on the building now, besides about 15 at the Temple saw mill, 
where the lumber for it is being cut. 

A brakesman, named Frank Edwards, fell from the train when the fire- 
men's excursion party was going to Cache County, breaking two of his ribs 
and receiving a scalp wound and many bruises. 

Mrs. Elmira P. Tufts, one of the pioneer women of Utab, died at her 
‘residence in the 8th Ward, Salt Lake City, on the Ist inst. She was a native 

of Maine, and almost seventy-one years of age. 
A son of Philip Edwagds, of Charleston, Wasatch Co., was recently kicked 
on the forehead by a horse. His skull was fractured and pieces of bone were 
afterwards removed, but at last accounts he was in a fair way for recovery. 


President Geo. . Cannon has been delivering a series of lectures at the 
monthly meetings of the Deseret Sunday School Union for some time past, 
on the early settlement of the valleys of Utah. His remarks are doubtless 
very interesting. | 

_A fire recently occurred on the farm of Bishop G. L. Farrell, on the west 
side of Cache Valley, which consumed hig barn, a large quantity of grain and 
bay, a threshing machine, etc. The loss is estimated at $4,000. 


Richard S. Robertson, an experienced manufueturer of iron, has been em- 
ployed by the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah to superintend the 
building of furnaces at Iron City, Iron Co. He is surprised at the extent 
and richness of the deposits of ore, and says the prospects of the company 
are excellent. 


Presidents John Taylor and Geo. Q. Cannon, and other prominent men in 
the Church, have been doing considerable traveling and preaching lately. 
. They only recently returned from an extended trip through the northern 
‘ counties, as far as Bear Lake Valley, and have since been to Provo, attending 
a Stake Conference. | | | 
Reuben Kirkham, a scenic artist of Logan, is engaged in painting a series 
of pictures illustrating scenes depicted in Book of Mormon history. It is a 
fruitful theme, and will give ample scope to his powers of imagination and 
portrayal. The intention is to paint fifty pictures, seven feet by nine in size. 
Sixteen of them are already finished. They will make an interesting pano- 
W. B. Stokes, a resident of Salt Lake City, was surprised to find among 4 


* 
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party of Knights Templar from Philadelphia, who have been making the 
overland trip to the Pacific coast, and who stayed over for a few days in Salt 
Lake City, a brother whom he had uot seen for forty-two years. The surprise 
was mutual and agreeable, for neither knew of the other’s place of residence, 
or indeed of his existence. 


A fatal accident of a most lamentable nature has occurred near Tooele, 
Several young men from that place went out to hunt for deer. One of them 
named Robert Skelton, noticing something moving in the brush, and sup- 
posing it to be a deer, fired at it, when, to his surprise, he found he had shot 
Alvin Henson, a companion, aged seventeen years, The bullet passed through | 
his arm and entered his body, causing death a few hours afterwards. 


‘The wife of James Vanghan, of Gentile Valley, lately placed her infant 
upon the bed to sleep while she was busy with her housework in another 
room. Returning a short time afterwards, she noticed that the child was 
gone, and a search for it was immediately commenced, and was kept up 
through the following night, without avail, although all the neighbors took 
part in it. The next morning, about ten o’clock, the child was found by a 
man up a canyon several miles from its home, lying in the road asleep. In- 
vestigation proved, that it had been carried and dragged there by a bear. Its 
clothes were torn into sbreds, but, with the exception of a few scratches, the 
child appeared to be unhurt. It must have suffered severely from cold 
during the night, as there had been quite a heavy frust there. The parents 
had given up all hopes of finding their child alive, and when it was returned 
the mother was so overcome with joy that she fainted. 


It will be remembered that the Utah Commissioners ruled that the Terri- 
torial Auditor, Treasurer, Superiutendent of District Schools and Com- 
missioners to Locate University Lands, should be appointed by the Governor 
with the assent of the Legislative Council, instead of being elected as here- 
tofore. This was cunsidered a gross assumption of power on their part, and 
a matter that would have to be decided by the courts, and although the 
Commission denied the right uf the people to vote for these officers, it seems 
they did vote for them on a separate ticket. On the occasion of the Can- 
vassing Board ineeting to count the votes and certify as to the persons elected, 
Judge Harkness appeared in behalf of F. A. Mitchell, one of the Commission- 
ers to Locate University Lands, and F. S. Richards, Esq., in behalf of N. W. 
Clayton, Territorial Auditor, to argue in favor of their having certificates 
issued to them the same as other officers elected. A wordy war ensued, 
Colonel Godfrey, Judge Carlton and Governor Ramsey of the Utah Com- 
mission opposing, and declaring their right to decide what officers should be 
elected, the validity of Territorial laws, eta The matter was taken under 
advisement by the Board of Canvassers until the next day, and then a vote 
taken as to whether they should canvass the votes for those Territorial officers 
out by the Commissioners but elected by the people. W. W. Riter and 

ames Dunn voted in favor of counting the votes, etc, and Messrs. Hollister 
and Margary opposed. Secretary Thomas, the chairman of the Board, then 
was not made 
mor certificates issued to them. 
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